
Maunakea Weather Center Current Conditions
 Temperature: 3 °C / 37.3 °F
 Wind: SSW at 18 mph / 15.6 knots
 Summit road (4×4 only): Open
 First Stop: Visitor Information Station.

No muddy vehicles to the summit.
Vehicles must be free of invasive species.

 Summit hours: 30min before sunrise;
30min after sunset
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Visitor Information

Maunakea Visitor Information Station

The Onizuka Center for International Astronomy Visitor Information Station (VIS) is located on the Maunakea Access Road at
19°45'33"N Latitude, 155°27′22″W Longitude, and 9,200ft (2,804m) Elevation. Take the Daniel K Inouye Highway (Saddle Road)
and turn onto Maunakea Access Road (Milepost 28). For accurate GPS directions, search for Onizuka Center for International
Astronomy.

Daily hours: 9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.

VIS Phone: (808) 934-4550

The VIS will be opening later at 10am on 6/10. We are sorry for the inconvenience this
may have caused.

Google Maps link

The Visitor Information Center is at 9,200 ft elevation on the Maunakea Access Road

See Visiting Maunakea Safely and Responsibly for important safety information. Due to the hazards of altitude sickness,
pregnant women, persons in poor health, and children under 13 should not venture above the Visitor Information Station.
Drivers are required to use 4-wheel drive vehicles above the VIS because the road to the summit is unpaved, rough, and
quite steep. Those traveling to the summit should always use 4WD Low Range to reduce brake failure and overheating. It is
recommended to have at least 1/2 a tank of gas before proceeding to the summit. Make sure your vehicle and any items
taken to Maunakea are clean to prevent the spread of invasive species.

Things to do at VIS

A shirt that is available at the First Light
Store

Star-gazing
Short hiking routes around VIS

VIS First Light Store (and the online E-Store) has souvenirs related to Maunakea.
The newly renovated parking areas provide a safe place to acclimate before going
up to the summit.

Summit Access Road conditions: Maunakea weather varies widely and
sometimes very quickly. The latest road and weather information are available at
the upper right corner of this page.

Donate

The Onizuka Center for International Astronomy Visitor Information Station on Maunakea
prides itself on its free public educational programs.

Your generous, tax deductible donations allow us to make all of these free programs
possible, including all of the telescopes used in our free nightly stargazing programs!

Mahalo!!

Online donations:

www.uhfoundation.org/MaunaKeaObservatories

Give Online

Mail donations:

Please make checks payable to:

UH Foundation  #12045164 
Maunakea Observatories Visitor Program

and mail to:

Maunakea Shared Services
640 North A‘ohoku Place
Hilo, HI 96720-5108

← Visitor Information

The First Light Bookstore is located at the Visitor
Information Station. Books, apparels, and souvenirs
are available in the store or on the e-Store.

Visit Maunakea Safely and Responsibly

Visitor Information Station (VIS)

Commercial Tours

First Light e-Store 

Activities and Permits

Informational Brochure

FAQs

 Contact and Feedback

Upcoming Events

Maunakea Management Board Meetings

Plans and Annual Reports

Maps

Maunakea Astronomy Jobs

‘Imiloa Astronomy Center 

UH Institute for Astronomy 

Maunakea Observatories 

UH Hilo Department of Physics and Astronomy

Follow the Center for Maunakea Stewardship

 Facebook  Instagram  X  YouTube

Maunakea in the News:

UH astronomers discover the biggest explosion since the
Big Bang

Image of the Week: Kīlauea from Maunakea

Maunakea: Observations help confirm rare triple system
in Kuiper Belt

Hawai‘i astronomers track asteroid 2024 YR4, impact
probability decreases

President Hensel visits UH Hilo, engages campus
community

Read more Maunakea UH News stories

These Mauna Kea ‘snowmen’ work in blizzards and
whiteouts to clear a path to the summit
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